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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 



In fulfillment of the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicant submits herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98. Consideration of the Statement 
is respectfully requested. 

As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with the application, no fee is 
deemed necessary. 
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Attached hereto is Form PTO-1449 listing references which may be considered 
material in evaluating the patentability of the claims of the above-referenced application. 

These references have been cited in a search report from a foreign patent office in the 
corresponding priority application PCT/CH00/00572. A copy of this search report and the 
references cited therein are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

The precise relevance of the references cited in the foreign search report is not known 
apart from having been cited in the search report. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08- 



Should the Examiner have any questions or comments concerning the above, the 
Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
set forth below. 



2461. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 41,321 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(973)331-1700 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


AMY. DUUfStl INvJ. 


CCRTAI MO 


(Rev. 2-32) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


753-13 PCT/US 


Unassigned 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


APPLICANT 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Gerber, Ernst 




(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 


Herewith 


Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






5,340,127 


08/23/94 


Martin 

























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 




DOCUMENT 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 


TRANSLATION 


INITIAL 




NUMBER 


CLASS 


YES 


NO 






CH 684938 A5 


02/15/95 


Switzerland 














DE 198 32 793 Al 


03/11/99 


Germany 














DE 298 13 998 Ul 


11/19/98 


Germany 











OTHER DO 


CUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 











DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next communication with applicant. 



